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KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL — TIDY TOWNS SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES AWARD 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.11 pm]: On 11 September this year, I had 
the privilege to present the Keep Australia Beautiful’s Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities Award to the 
City of Albany. Since 1969 Tidy Towns has been enthusiastically embraced by Western Australian regional 
communities. This program makes a significant contribution to the state government’s commitment to working 
with the community to ensure that Western Australia’s environment is valued and protected. The award 
recognises regional communities for sustainability, protection of unique environments and the preservation and 
celebration of their cultural heritage. 

In November last year, the City of Albany rose to the challenge in commemorating the 100-year anniversary of 
Australian and New Zealand troops departing from Albany to the battle fields of World War I. The city hosted 
40 000 visitors for the commemoration, doubling its population over the weekend event, with a 2 500-person 
community-wide volunteering effort to deliver entertainment, accommodation, food and general hospitality to 
visiting dignitaries and tourists. Albany’s entry was very impressive, with the judges commenting that the 
Anzac Centenary commemoration was one of the most significant, game-changing projects seen in the 
Tidy Towns program. The judges commented also that Albany had reduced water, energy and labour 
requirements across its central irrigation system, and achieved positive outcomes through the arts for at-risk 
youth. Albany was also commended for improvements in waste management, with new recycling and waste bins 
around the city, and a 50 per cent reduction in tip fees for residents who sorted their rubbish before going over 
the weighbridge. This year 56 communities from Halls Creek to Esperance, covering a distance of more than 
3 000 kilometres, have been involved in the Tidy Towns program. Volunteers are commended for their 
involvement and commitment to making a difference, as well as sharing the passion they have for the place they 
call home. It is through the Keep Australia Beautiful Council’s Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities Awards 
that we can support and recognise these very active and important regional communities. 
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